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Hello CBUMC community!
Currently we provide a
quarterly publication. We
welcome any additional
columns, notes, or news
of upcoming events.
Submit them here

secretary@

centerbrunswickumc.org
We hope our project
grows and we hope you

enjoy it. Happy reading!

Meetings and Events

Sunday Service 9:00am.
990 Hoosick Rd, Troy, NY
12180

Topic: Bible Study

Time: Thursday 10:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/

/92077854707

Choir Practice

Thursdays at 7:00pm.

990 Hoosick Rd, Troy, NY
12180

Administration Meeting
Second Monday of Month
6:30 p.m. (nonein July)

See full calendar
Click Here...

A Fond Farewell and Heartfelt Thank You to Pastor Joel Holcomb

By April Snow

As July 1

approaches,

LS

I

. we at Center

2 Brunswick

" United
~ Methodist
| Church pre-

h Uil pare to say

goodbye to Pastor Joel Hol-

comb as he begins a new

appointment serving the

people of Bath, New York.

While we are saddened to see
him leave, we are also grate-
ful for the years he has
shared with us and excited
for the new ministry that
awaits him. Pastor Joel has
faithfully led our congrega-
tion with compassion, wis-
dom, and a welcoming spirit
that has touched countless
lives.

Through sermons that chal-
lenged and encouraged us,
pastoral care during difficult
times, and a genuine love for
the people of this church and
community, Pastor Joel has
helped strengthen our faith
and our fellowship. His lead-
ership has guided us through
seasons of change while con-
tinually reminding us of
God's grace and presence.

Many of us have been per-
sonally blessed by his kind-
ness, his willingness to listen,
and his ability to help us see
God's work in our everyday
lives. He has encouraged us
to grow in faith, to love our
neighbors, and to share
Christ's hope with the world

around us.

As United Methodists, we
understand that pastors are
called to serve where God
and the Church lead them.
Though we will miss Pastor
Joel and his family, we send
them forth with our love,
our gratitude, and our pray-
ers.

May God bless Pastor Joel
abundantly as he begins this
new chapter of ministry in
Bath. May he find joy in
serving, strength for the
journey, and the assurance
that the people of Center
Brunswick United Methodist
Church will always hold him
and his family close in our
hearts.

Thank you, Pastor Joel, for
your faithful service among
us.

Christmas in July for Things of My Very Own

During Breakfast in the
Basement in June, we
learned more about the min-
istry of Things of My Very
Own and the incredible dif-
ference it makes in the lives
of thousands of children
each year.

Throughout the month of
June, our congregation col-
lected donations to support
this important ministry.
Needed items included:

® New undergarments for
boys, men, girls, and

women
®  (Children's toiletries

® [Infant-safe toothpaste
and toothbrushes
Monetary donations were
also welcomed. Through
long-standing relationships
with major retailers, Things
of My Very Own is able to
stretch every dollar to pro-
vide essential items for chil-
dren in crisis.
These are items that are
rarely donated, yet they are
needed for almost every

emergency referral the or-
ganization receives.
Together, we helped provide
comfort, dignity, and hope
to children who need it most.
Thank you to everyone who
contributed to this year's
Christmas in July collection
and for sharing God's love in
such a meaningful way.
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Supporting Our Mission, One Car Wash at a Time

Center Brunswick United
Methodist Church is excited
to offer Hoffman Ultimate
Car Wash Cards for just $20
each. These convenient cards
never expire and can be used
anytime at participating
Hoffman Car Wash loca-
tions.

Thanks to the support of our
congregation and communi-
ty, we've already sold a
number of cards, and we are
grateful for everyone who
has participated. Every pur-

chase helps strengthen the

Thank you for supporting the

ministries and outreach efforts mission of Center Brunswick

of our church, making a real
difference in the lives of those
we serve.

It's a simple way to support a
great cause while keeping your
car looking its best. As we like
to say: Clean car. Stronger
community. Real impact.

If you would like to purchase
a card, please call the church
office at (518) 279-9705 or

email

events@centerbrunswickumc.org.
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helping us continue to share
Christ's love with our commu-
nity.

CENTER BRUNSWICK "

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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CAR WASH
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{ CH'

PURCHASE A
$20 ULTIMATE
CCAR WASH CARD

USE IT ANYTIME
AT PARTICIPATING
HOFFMAN LOCATIONS . 3

A PORTION OF EVERY
'WASH GOES DIRECTLY
TO OUR CHURCH!

FOR SUPPORTING OUR MISSION
/AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
el

events@centerbrunswickumc.org

Y CLEAN CAR.

| STRONGER COMMUNITY.

| REAL iMPACT.

Mother's Day Flower Sale Blossoms with Success

Center Brunswick United
Methodist Church welcomed
spring and celebrated Moth-
er's Day with its annual
Flower Sale on Saturday,
May 9. Friends and neigh-
bors stopped by throughout
the day to select from a
beautiful assortment of
hanging baskets, potted
flowers, and seasonal
blooms.

Whether purchased to honor
mothers, grandmothers,

family members, or cher-
ished friends, the colorful
flowers brought joy to many
homes while also supporting
the ministries and outreach
efforts of the church.
Thanks to the generosity of
our community and the hard
work of volunteers, the sale
was a wonderful success. In
all, we sold 30 baskets and
24 daffodil sprouts and
raised $607.69 to support the

mission and ministry of Cen-

ter Brunswick United Meth-
odist Church.

We extend our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who pur-
chased flowers, helped with
the sale, or spread the word.
Your support helps us con-
tinue to share Christ's love
and serve our neighbors
throughout the year.
Beautiful flowers, generous
hearts, and a caring commu-
nity—what a wonderful way
to celebrate Mother's Day!

FLOWER SAl.Er

Ce/e&l wate Mom 7
Beout; ﬁt/ Plants! ».

Satunday May 9

10:00 AM-1:00PM

Q‘ . Center Brunswick
&Unnd Methodist
\ Church
990 Hoosick R, Troy, NY

Peafect for Mother's Day Gifs!

Proceeds Support Church Ministries

Sharing Fellowship One Meal at a Time

One of the most beloved
ministries at Center Bruns-
wick United Methodist
Church is our monthly free
community dinner. Month
after month, friends, neigh-
bors, and church members
gather around the table to
enjoy not only delicious
food, but also fellowship,
friendship, and a warm wel-
come.

From hearty soups and
sandwiches to pasta and

meatballs, ham and turkey
dinners, and many other
favorites, these meals have
become a cherished tradition
in our community. Attend-
ance continues to be strong,
demonstrating the im-
portance of providing a
place where everyone is wel-
come and no one leaves hun-
gry.

A special thank you goes to
Jill and her dedicated team of
volunteers, whose planning,

preparation, and hospitality
make these meals possible.
Their hard work and caring
spirit embody Christ's love
in a very tangible way.
Through simple acts of ser-
vice and generous hearts,
this ministry continues to
nourish both body and soul.
We are grateful to Jill and
everyone who helps make
these gatherings such a
meaningful blessing to our
church and community.
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Celebrating New Life in Christ

Nathaniel Moore Stone and

There are few moments in
the life of the Church more
joyful than the celebration
of Holy Baptism. Recently,
the congregation of Center
Brunswick United Methodist
Church was blessed to wit-
ness two precious children
welcomed into the family of
God.

We rejoice in the baptisms
of:

Nathaniel Moore Stone

and

Natalia Jennifer Curley
Through the waters of bap-
tism, we celebrate God's
grace, love, and the promise

Natalia Jennifer Curley

that these children are forev-
er embraced by Christ and
surrounded by the prayers
and support of the Church.
As a congregation, we renew
our commitment to nurture
them in the Christian faith,
to encourage them as they
grow, and to share with
them the love of Jesus
through our words and ac-
tions.

We extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to the Stone
and Curley families on this
special occasion. May Na-
thaniel and Natalia grow in
faith, hope, and love, know-

ing that they are cherished
children of God and beloved
members of our church fami-
ly.

"Let the little children come to
me, and do not stop them; for
it is to such as these that the

BAPTISM

W LIFE IN CHRIST
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kingdom of heaven belongs."
— Matthew 19:14

May God's blessings be upon
Nathaniel, Natalia, and
their families today and al-

ways.

Answering God's Call

One of the greatest joys in
the life of the Church is wit-
nessing members respond to
God's call to ministry. Cen-
ter Brunswick United Meth-
odist Church is blessed to
have two members who are
actively discerning and pre-
paring for pastoral leader-
ship within The United
Methodist Church.

Lori Holmes
is continuing
her journey
toward or-
dained minis- |
try, pursuing '
the path that
leads to be-
coming an
Ordained Elder. Through
prayer, study, and faithful
discernment, Lori is prepar-
ing for a lifetime of service
to Christ and the Church.

We also celebrate April

Snow, who is pursuing the
path toward becoming a
Licensed i

Local Pas-
tor. Li-
censed Lo-
cal Pastors
serve con-
gregations
under ap-
pointment and are called to
proclaim the Gospel, lead
worship, and provide pasto-
ral care while continuing
their ministerial education.
While their journeys are
different, both paths require
dedication, study, spiritual
growth, and a willingness to
answer God's call wherever it
may lead. As a congregation,
we are grateful for their
commitment and are hon-
ored to support them with

our prayers and encourage-
ment.

For a congregation our size,
having two members prepar-
ing for pastoral ministry is a
remarkable blessing and a
testament to God's continu-
ing work among us. May we
continue to nurture and en-
courage those whom God
calls to serve.
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HERE AM [; SEND ME." «——

"Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, 'Whom shall 1
send, and who will go for us?'
And I said, 'Here am I; send
me!"" — Isaiah 6:8

Please keep Lori and April in
your prayers as they contin-
ue to follow God's leading
and seek to serve Christ and
His Church with faithfulness
and joy.

|
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ORDINED MINISTRY
R
‘The path toward becoming
an Ordained Elder (or Deacon)
through prayer, education,
candidacy, commissioning,
and ordination.

LICENSED LOCAL PASTOR
The path of serving under
appointment while pursuing
the Course of Study and other
educational requirements

to equip for .
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CALLED TO SERVE. SENT TO LOVE. %
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Just For the Health of It

Be Tick Free: Protecting Yourself and Your Family from Lyme Disease

As we enjoy the beauty of
summer in New York,
spending time outdoors gar-
dening, hiking, camping, or
simply enjoying our own
backyards, it is important to
remember that warmer
weather also brings an in-
creased risk of tick exposure.
According to the New York
State Department of Health,
Lyme disease continues to be
a significant concern
throughout the state, with
more than 120,000 cases re-
ported since it first became a
reportable disease in 1986.

Lyme disease is caused by
bacteria transmitted
through the bite of an infect-
ed deer tick. The disease can
affect the skin, nervous sys-
tem, heart, and joints. For-
tunately, when detected ear-
ly and treated with antibiot-
ics, most people recover rap-
idly and completely.

People of all ages can con-
tract Lyme disease, especial-
ly those who spend time in
grassy, wooded, or brush-
filled areas. Young ticks,
called nymphs, are active
from mid-May through mid-
August and are responsible
for many infections. Adult
ticks are most active in the
spring and again from late
summer into the fall. Ticks
can remain active anytime
temperatures are above
freezing.

Early symptoms often ap-
pear within three to thirty
days after a bite. In many
cases, a rash resembling a

bull’s-eye pattern develops
around the bite area. Other
symptoms may include fe-
ver, chills, headache, fatigue,
stiff neck, muscle or joint
pain, and swollen glands. If
left untreated, Lyme disease
can progress and lead to
more serious complications
involving the nervous sys-
tem, heart, or joints.

Prevention remains the best
defense. When spending
time outdoors, wear light-
colored clothing to make
ticks easier to spot. Long
sleeves, long pants tucked
into socks or boots, and en-
closed shoes provide addi-
tional protection. Stay on
cleared trails and avoid sit-
ting directly on the ground
or stone walls. Frequent tick
checks, both while outdoors
and after returning inside,
are strongly recommended.

Insect repellents containing
DEET, picaridin, or oil of
lemon eucalyptus may pro-
vide protection when used
according to label directions.
Clothing may also be treated
with permethrin products,
which are designed for use
on clothing only.

Homeowners can reduce tick
populations around their
property by keeping grass
mowed, removing leaf litter
and brush, discouraging ro-
dents, moving firewood piles
away from the home, and
creating barriers of mulch,
gravel, or wood chips be-
tween wooded areas and
lawns.

If you discover an attached
tick, do not panic. The risk
of infection is greatly re-
duced if the tick is removed
within the first 36 hours.
Using tweezers, grasp the

Latest news and bulletin updates

tick as close to the skin as
possible and pull upward
with steady pressure. Avoid
squeezing the tick or using
home remedies such as pe-
troleum jelly, alcohol, or
heat, as these methods may
actually increase the chance
of infection.

Our pets are also vulnerable
to Lyme disease. Regular
tick checks, keeping animals
away from heavily wooded
areas, and consulting your
veterinarian about preven-
tive measures can help pro-
tect dogs and cats from tick-
borne illnesses.

With a few simple precau-
tions and regular awareness,
we can safely enjoy all the
blessings that summer in
New York has to offer while
keeping ourselves, our fami-
lies, and our pets healthy
and tick free.

E TICK FREE &

A GUIDE FOR PREVENTI

S

WHAT IS LYME DISEASE?

Lyme disease is a bacterial
infection transmitted by the
bite of an infected deer tick.
It can affect the skin, nervous

SYMPTOM

Early symptoms (3-30 days after a bite)
may include:

« Rash (bull's-eye or solid patch)

« Chills and fever

+ Headache

« Fatigue ( .
H . stiffneck
|+ Muscle and/or joint pain

|+ Swollen glands

= EARLY TREATMENT WORKS

1 Early treatment with antibiotics
¥ almost always results in a
full cure. The chances of a

complete cure decrease if
treatment is delayed.

REMEMBER

Lyme disease can affect people
of any age. Even if successfully
treated, you can be reinfected

if bitten again by an infected tick.

Keep grass
mowed.

ME DISEASE 2l LB

PROTECT YOURSELF

TICK FACTS

‘ + Deer ticks live in shady, moist areas at
ground level—on grass, brush, shrubs,
lawns, gardens, and around old

‘ stone walls.

i) & B &

spot ticks easily.

pants and a long-sleeved
shirt. Tuck pant legs into
socks or boots and shirt
into pants.

Check clothes and any
exposed skin frequently
for ticks while outdoors
and again once indoors.

Consider using insect
repellent. Follow
label directions.

Stay on cleared,
well-traveled trails.
Avoid contacting
vegetation.

Avoid sitting directly on

Wear light-colored clothing |+ Ticks cannot jump or fly. They get on
with a tight weave to

Wear enclosed shoes, long

people and animals only by direct contact.

‘ +/ Nymph ticks (size of poppy seeds) are
active mid-May to mid-August.

V' Adult ticks (size of sesame seeds) are

active March to mid-May and
mid-August to November.

|/ Ticks can be active any time the
| temperature is above freezing.

DEER TICK LIFE CYCLE
The deer tick passes through four life stages
(egg, larva, nymph, aduit), over a two year period.

®-®-®-®

the ground or on EGG LARVA NYMPH ADULT
‘ stone walls. (feedson small ~ (feeds on small  (feeds on medium/
; A animals or birds) ~ animals or birds)  large animals
S Q Keep long haic ' including humans)
—— tied back, especially
SR e R when gardening.
MAKE YOUR YARD LESS TICK-FRIENDLY FOUND A TICK?

Create barriers
of mulch, gravel,
or wood chips
between wooded
areas and lawns.

Move firewood
piles away from
your home.

Remove leaf litter  Discourage
and brush. rodents.

1. Use tweezers to grasp the tick as close to
the skin as possible.

2. Pull upward with steady pressure.
3. Do not squeeze the tick or use home
remedies (petroleum jelly, alcohol, heat).
Prompt removal—within 36 hours—greatly o)
reduces the risk of infection. £

A few simple steps can help keep you, your family, and your pets healthy and tick free!
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Harold and Mabel Keyes { OK2f I NAKA LI ! &I

By Sheryl Burke

Harold and
Mabel Keyes
last will and
testament cre-
ated a trust
that provides
funding for a
monetary
award of $500 to a graduat-
ing senior of Tamarac High
School.

It is my honor to introduce
the recipient of the 2026
Keyes Education Award,
Becca Ellison. Please come
up. We also welcome Becca’s

family this morning.

Becca has maintained a 4.0
GPA - being a member of
both National Junior Honor
Society and the National
Honor Society. At school
she is a member of Key Club,
SADD, Class council and
yearbook club. She volun-
teers both at school and at
Transfiguration Parish.
Helping others, especially
children who struggle to
communicate orally, has led
Becca to pursue an educa-
tion in the field of Speech

~

NR

Pathology. Continuing her

education in speech language

pathology will help her with
skills and techniques neces-
sary to diagnose and treat
complex communication,

C
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ognitive and swallowing

disorders.

Congratulations Becca and

best wishes for a successful

C

ollege career.
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2026 KEYES EDUCATION AWARD RECI

BECCA ELLISON

We

ENT

Bailey Ouimet, Becca Ellison, Hailey Goyette and Sam Clinton

Baily Quimet graduated

from Sienna College with a
double major in Computer
Science and Economics.
During that time, she had an
internship with the NYS
Dept of Health in the Bu-

reau of Contracts,
assisted in the
school’s admin-
istration office and
has coached kid’s
soccer. She has

' accepted a position
with Goldman
Sachs Ayco doing
data analytics of
their sales and
marketing teams. She is
looking forward to a week in
the big city for a New Hire
Orientation.

Sam Clinton graduates from
Tamarac and has consistent-
ly been a scholar athlete -

participating in Cross Coun-
try, Indoor Track, Outdoor
Track and Ski club. As a
Junior he added Lacross to
the mix while continuing to
set outdoor track school rec-
ords. Sam works at Troy
Country Club and will at-
tend Union College in the
fall.

Hailey Goyette graduates
from Tamarac and is a mem-
ber of National Honor Socie-
ty and SADD. She is a certi-
fied lifeguard and swim in-
structor and is dedicated to
helping others develop water
safety skills. Most recently,

her training and composure
enabled her to save a young
girl from drowning. Hailey
will attend Hudson Valley
Community College major-
ing in Psychology

Sarah Walton, graduated
from Hudson Valley Com-
munity College with a degree
in Criminal Justice. She has
applied to the Albany Police

Department.

Congratulations to all - Our
church family wishes each of

you the best in your future

endeavors.

Worshiping Together at Methodist Farm

Join us on Sunday, July 26,
as Center Brunswick UMC
joins Christ Church and
Pawling Avenue UMC for a
special worship service at
Methodist Farm on Crooked
Lake.

Following worship, everyone
is invited to enjoy a potluck
meal and fellowship. Please

bring a dish to share. Center
Brunswick has been asked to
help provide beverages.

We look forward to this
wonderful opportunity to
worship and celebrate our
unity in Christ with our sis-
ter churches.
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